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				এই পাতাটির মুদ্রণ সংশোধন করা প্রয়োজন। 
পৌষ ১৭৯৯ '
THE HYMNS OF RAJA RAM MoHUN ROY.
Though the Hymns of Raja Ram Mohun Roy, have been in existence for nearly half a century, and have attained a popularity and deserved appreciation, erhaps unparalleled in the annals of ម្ល៉េះ literature, a few works explanatory of their origination and composition may not be uninteresting to the followers of that Samaj, in which they were first sung and for whose benefit they were first composed.
8aja Ram Mohun Roy,though as rigid a rationalist as any Mahomedan Doctor of divinity, and though a man of firm and fixed principles, of a resolute temperament, o? an inflexible disposition, not much giv'n to a display of outward affection, was yet so fully sensible of the moving powers of divine music, that he far from having any scruple at its introduction as an auxiliary to
devotion, was the first to adopt it as
a part of the public service in his * Friendly Society,” which was held at his own residence, preliminary to the establishment of the Samaj some years after.
Í Le was in ro wely igtlorant of t!ye fiuct.
that “Music hath charms to soothe the
savage broast, To soften rocks, or bend the knotted
oak.” 會
He had listened to the chanting of the "sil 'raa" at, Honares, the sacred city of the Hindoos. At Calcutta he found that in churches of all denominations music was used in divine service and that throughout Bengal every sect and class of people conducted their public devotional services with a music, each of its own kind. Vocal music, though expelled from the Moslem mosque, still survived in the “sajjas” and “murseas” of the Shias and Sunnics; and the divine songs of their poets were found to be sung with the aid of musical instruments at their private assemblies. He had heard the psalms of David attuned to the lyre in the Jewish synagogues, and hymns sung in the Christian churches. Thus
` Tam Mohun Roy found that hardi
any’kind of worship was conducted without the help ேே, and that nearly every church and temple had its band of musicians. So
THE HYMNS, RAJA RAM MoHUN Roy
i
༨
අළු
Thus persuaded of the necessity of music in public worship, Raja Ram Mohun Roy invited the best musicians and songsters of Calcutta to sing divine songs at his “Friendly Society"; but was disappointed to find that not one of them knew any hymn or song which related or was addressed to the invisible and formless (Pool, or gave a description of the nature and and attributes of the true Divinity. What they chiefly know and sung were Kishen. Iłishen, and T}evi pads, or songs pulogistic of Krishna, Vishnu and other gods, in the Hindi and P. ngali languages, which the society did not require.
&nja I am Mohun Roy from his travels in the Upper Provinces, had become acquainted with one kind of song in popular use among the followers of Kabir, which related to Alakh Niranjana or the Inserutable (:od. And if perchance some one of the singers whom he used to invita to the “ Frienelly Society,” were found to } now and sing a Niranian pad or divine song celebrat. ing the praises of the Niranjan or formless God, no one of the tudience
could understand it from ignorauce of
the Hindi in which it was composed, and consequently grew tired of Such a performance,
This will give an idea of the state of religion, and the literary degeneracy of Tl indu Society at that period, and the incrediblo labour the Rajah had to take upon himself to effect its reform. A Rengali gentleman, and yet so very illiterate as not to be able to under. stand even the common Hindi : A country teeming with a vast number of poetical compositions of various kinds, and yet wanting in a single song to the praise of the True God! So much had the country dogenerated, and the people become enslaved to ignorance, since the decay of Sanskrit literature, commencing with the Moslem invasion of the country, that the religion of the true God had altogether disappeared from the face of the land, and had given place to gross idolatry, which reigned in different forms in its different parts. There was not a book to be found in the vermacular dialect which treated of the true religion, or contained any description of the Supreme Brahma. The ancient Sanskrit, in which the religion of the One God, and the mode of his
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