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of American supporters to organise a boat picket of the ship docked in an Last Coast port for carrying the arms shipments to Pakistan, attracted much public attention.

 My own efforts on my return to Washington were thus concentrated on working on the Hill to secure support for the Saxby-Church amendment. In this task I worked closely both with the Bangladesh Mission and the Bangladesh Information Center. The BIC had taken on the staff work for the lobbying. This consisted of a well researched file index on cach Congressman, which spelt out their reputed political positions and phobias. An explicit lobbying instructions was prepared. Bengalis and sympathetic Americans both in Washington and the country at large were pursuaded to come into Washington to contribute some time to the lobbying exercise. This mobilization attracted quite extensive support. People took leave from their work to come into Washington and spent a few days in the task of lobbying. Americans were sent off to their respective state senators shitst Bengalis wore each assigned specific members of the senate to approach.

 Being closely involved in this lobbying exercise I came to acquire some insight into the intricacics of U.S. politics and the ways in which political opinion is mobilized in the United States. The dedication with which some of the American friends in the group and our now widening circle of friends amongst the staff on the Hill, worked for the cause of Bangladesh will remain an abiding memory. From the Bangladesh group I will particularly remember the work of Joan Dine, wife of Tom Dine one of our staunchest supporters on the Hill, Dave Weisberg a young graduate student who became the full time secretary of the BIC. They were aided by a young Bengali, Kaiser Haq who did good work in the office. On the Hill, Tom Dine, Gerry Tinkor and Dale Diehan who were friends from the early days, were joined by Mike Gertner, aide to Senator Saxby. Ever since the lunch he hosted for me in May, Senator Saxby had become one of the staunchest supporters of the Bangladesh cause, as was evident from his willingness to cosponsor an amendment to his own administration's Foreign Aid bill. In stayins loyal to his commitment he faced up to a lot of pressure from the white House. During this phase his aide Mike Gestner was an indefatigable source of advice and support.

 The lobbying effort behind the Saxby Church amendment reached its denouncement at a...debate on the floor of the Senate. Ilcrc a peculiar coalition emerged which bought together such liberal senators as Frank Church and the Southern conservatives. The liberals spoke of the misuse of U.S. Aid in supporting the genocide by Yahya Khan's hoardes in Bangladesh. Virtually all liberal supporters of the amendment spokes in this vein. They were however now joined by the conservatives who had been outraged by the public enthusiasm on the floor of the General Assembly by some Third World countries over the admission of People's for China to the United Nations. 1971 was indeed the year when Communist China displaced Taiwan from its seat in the United Nation's some 22 Years after the victory of the Revolution. The whole episode in the U.N. rankled deeply amongst conservative Congressman who saw this as a display of political ingratitude by many U.S. aid dependant Third World countries. They were the mood to strike at them though a cut of in aid.


 As it transpired then, the objective of securing passage for the Saxby Church amendment ended in the defeat of the whole Aid bill on the floor of the Senate. This of
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				 এই পাতা শেষ সম্পাদিত হয়েছে ১০:৩১টার সময়, ৪ ডিসেম্বর ২০২৩ তারিখে।
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