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can be only a Muslim, we cannot be accused of any departure from recognized democratic practice.

 There are other elements in these recommendations which in the long run may perhaps prove to be even more potent than any specific machinery which a constitution can provide. I would refer you to the directive principles of the State policy wherein are enshrined, along with the Objectives Resolution, the ideals which the State of Pakistan should pursue as well as some of the more immediate objectives which should form part of its policy. Herein you will find the enumeration of such principles as in the opinion of the members of the Committee would be conducive to the maintenance of the Islamic nature of our State and its progressive growth into a truly Islamic democracy, in which the Muslims will be enabled to order their individual and collective lives in accordance with the Quran and the Sunna and the non-Muslims will find all their rights and interests fully safeguarded and secured.

 I would in particular draw your attention to the provision that facilities should be provided for the Muslims to understand what life in accordance with the Holy Quran and the Sunna means and that the teaching of the Holy Quran to the Muslims should be made compulsory. I want to make it clear in this connection that the interpretation of the Holy Quran and the Sunna by one sect shall not be imposed upon another and that endeavor will be made to organize this education in a way that it not only does not militate against the beliefs and the traditions of any particular sect but that its own views in these matters are given the fullest recognition. I am not unaware of the feeling in certain sections that some aspects of Muslims personal law, for instance the injunctions regarding divorce, should be enforced and adjudicated upon by specially constituted courts. I would explain that this is not a constitutional matter and can be properly dealt with by legislation. I understand that this question is already being examined by the Law Commission which was appointed to make recommendations for bringing the existing laws in conformity with the Objectives Resolution.

 In accordance with the mandate of the Objectives Resolution the report recommends a federal form of government. In its proposals the autonomy of the provinces has been fully respected without weakening the federation. This, in our opinion, will give all the opportunity that the people of a province may need to attain their full stature as participants in the fuller life of the country. One of the problems was to bring about a constitutional balance of power as well as responsibility between the two wings of Pakistan. This report seeks to achieve by providing parity of representation in the two houses of the legislature in the federal government. This, in our opinion, will bring about a happy interdependence between the two wings and will foster the growth of the feelings of unity. The representation of the various provinces in the Central legislature has been so arranged as to give weight age to the smaller provinces for creating confidence and trust. I hope that all the units will realize the importance and the fairness of such an adjustment.

 The other important features of the report are recommendations regarding the conduct of elections, the stability of the permanent services and the independence of the Public Service Commissions. You would find that every care has been taken to make the
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