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have a State language-the language which would be used between the different parts of Pakistan for inter-provincial Communications. Then, Sir, it is not only the population you have to take into consideration. There are so many other factors. Urdu can be the only language which can keep the people of East Bengal or Eastern Zone and the people of Western Zone joined together. It is necessary for a nation to have one language and that language can only be Urdu and no other language.

 Therefore, Sir, I am sorry I cannot agree to the amendment which has been moved. As a matter of fact, when the notice of that amendment was given, I thought that the object was an innocent one. The object to include Bengalee was that in case there are some people who are not proficient in English or Urdu might express their views in that language, but I find now that the object is not such an innocent one as I thought it was. The object of this amendment is to create a rift between the people of Pakistan. The object of this amendment is to take away from the Mussalmans that unifying force that brings them together.

 Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Datta (East Bengal: General): Sir, we press this amendment in no frivolous spirit of opposition. I am surprised at the speech the Honorable the Leader of the House has just made. I wish he had not made some of the remarks he chose to make. They will have unfortunate repercussions elsewhere even in certain sections in Pakistan. Therefore it is all the more necessary that this amendment should be pressed.

 I tour frequently in the part of the country to which I belong and I know the strength of the feeling there over this matter. Bengalee is the language of the overwhelming majority there, it is the only language spoken and understood there. It is also the language of the overwhelming majority of the entire State of Pakistan. I find in this House, sometimes a tendency to emulate or to draw parallels to things that happen in the other Union. Even yesterday, when the discussion on the question of redistribution of seats was going on, my friend Mr. Datta, was interrupted and asked: “What was taking place in the Indian Dominion?” But in this vital matter there is departure. In the Indian Union, they have adopted the language of the largest single section of population.

 Several voices: question, question.

 Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Datta: But here we are adopting Urdu. Urdu is not the language of any of the provinces constituting the Dominion of Pakistan. It is the language of the upper few of Western Pakistan. This opposition to the amendment proves an effort, a determined effort on the part of the upper few of Western Pakistan at dominating the State of Pakistan...

 This is certainly not a tendency towards democracy: it is a tendency towards domination of the upper few of a particular region of the State. We are not yet pressing it to be the lingua franca of the State. We are merely demanding that it to be included as one of the three languages to be permitted here. Even the language, which unfortunately I am speaking at the moment - the English language-which remains with us as a souvenir of slavery is given a place of honor, but not the language of the common people, the majority of the common people. That is pity...
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