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EAST PAKISTAN DOCUMENTATION SERIES 
INDIAN'S ROLE 
IN EAST PAKISTAN CRISIS




 Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was fighting India's war: this frank and forthright admission came from the General Secretary of the West Bengal unit of the All India Congress Committee in New Delhi on 4 April 1971, when the fact could on longer be concealed that India was directly involved in the armed rebellion by secessionist elements in the eastern province of Pakistan in March-April 1971.

 The rebellion was quickly put to an end by the fast-moving Pakistan Army units within a few days. And now that life is fast returning to normal in the cities as well as in the villages of East Pakistan, it is possible to discern the nature of this rebellion, its principal instruments and their modus operandi'.

 For one thing it is evident that the 'war' for which the Indian leader so brazen facedly claimed public credit, was unmistakably India's own. It was not only Indian armaments and armed infiltrators which were at that back of it, but also it was the Indian news media, led by the State-controlled All India Radio, which waged the War even before the rebels knew about it, and which continued to fight imaginary battles in imaginary lands long after the rebellion had been put down and the Secessionists had either surrendered or retreated across the border, to their Indian sanctuaries.

 How deep and long-term have been India's plans for subversion in Pakistan is by now well-known. As the British daily 'Yorkshire post' noted on 1 April 1971: “India's attempts at subversion in Pakistan, of sponsoring a fifth column in East Pakistan, and her machinations to undo Pakistan itself have a longer history behind them. They started from the very day in 1947 when Pakistan was created. Since that day Indians have, never reconciled themselves to the fact of Pakistan, and have employed every device to cripple this state

 "India can see only good in the dismemberment or enfeeblement of its chief antagonist,” wrote David Loshak in the London Daily Telegraph, adding that “It is this rather than concern for the fact of innocent people, that lies behind Indian's propaganda war on behalf of Bangladesh." Another noted British commentator on contemporary Asian Affairs, Michael Edwards, in a discussion broadcast by BBC on I April 1971, in its “World Today" programme, said that: “Enthusiasm among political parties and groups in West Bengal to outbid each other in issuing statements and organizing demonstrations in support of the trouble makers in East Pakistan should be viewed in this context. The
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