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2000 Services Personnel Surrender




 The offer by the Pakistan Government to the deserters of East Bengal Regiment and East Pakistan Rifles to surrender themselves with or without their weapons, met with good response and about 2000 personnel of different categories surrendered themselves in various parts of East Pakistan. These included 26 officers. 29 Junior Commissioned Officers and over 1800 other ranks.

 By the middle of June 1971, all the Reception Centers were effectively operating in East Pakistan for the returning Pakistani citizens. Apart from about 10,000 returning Pakistani citizens who had reported at these Reception Centers. Another 400-5000 had come through unrecognized routes, as by now India had started initiating measures to prevent the return of these Pakistani citizens back to their country.




UN High Commissioner Visits Reception Centers




 On 9 June 1971, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan arrived in Dacca. He visited a number of Reception Centers in East Pakistan and saw for himself the arrangements made for the returning Pakistani citizens. He also talked to the inmates of some of these Centers.

 On 14 June 1971, in a statement issued simultaneously from Geneva and Islamabad, it was announced that the UN High Commissioner for . Refugees “Nsas assured of the full cooperation of the Government of Pakistan and visited some Reception Centers which the Provincial Government in Dacca had set up following the statement issued by the President of Pakistan on May 21 urging the persons who had left East Pakistan to return to their homes".

 The statement also announced that the UN High Commissioner for Refugees would provide assistance to Pakistan in arranging the return and rehabilitation of displaced persons returning to East Pakistan. The Government of Pakistan agreed that a representative of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said that he should be stationed in Dacca to maintain contact with the local authorities in East Pakistan.

 On 20 June 1971, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees said that he would visit Pakistan again in due course to see the rehabilitation work of displaced persons in East Pakistan. In a press interview before leaving Pakistan for Geneva, he said. that he would shortly appoint a representative for the rehabilitation of the displaced persons in East Pakistan after consultation with the Pakistan Government. He also said that the displaced persons have to decide themselves whether they want to go back to East Pakistan or not, and remarked: “I think that all the displaced persons want to return to their homes in the East Wing".

 The approval of the Government of Pakistan to the appointment of Mr. John Kelly, formerly Representative of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in London, as the UNHCR Representative in East Pakistan was announced subsequently, on 14 June 1971.

 Following these arrangements a member of countries have started providing bilateral assistance in cash and kind to Pakistan for the relief of the displaced persons in East –
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