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 As soon as the message ended, I saw the ‘big bird’ in a white shirt being driven in an army jeep to the cantonment for safe custody. Somebody asked General Tikka if he would like him to be produced before him, he said firmly. ‘I don't want to see his face.’

 Mujib's domestic servants were released immediately after identification while he himself was lodged in the Adamjee School for the night. Next day, he was shifted to Flag Staff Ilouse from where he was flown to Karachi three days later. Subsequently, when complications arose about the 'final disposal' of Mujib (such as international pressure for his release). I asked my friend Major why he had not finished him off in the heat of action. He said, General Mitha had personally ordered me to capture him alive.

 While Mujib rested in the Adamjee School, the city of Dacca was in the throes of a civil war. I watched the harrowing sight from the verandah for four hours. The prominent feature of this gory night was the flames shooting to the sky. At times, mournful clouds of smoke accompanied the blaze but soon they were overwhelmed by the flaming fire trying to lick at the stars. The light of the moon and the glow of the stars paled before this man-made furnace. The tallest columns of smoke and fire emerged from the university campus, although some other parts of the city, such as the premises of the daily People, has no small share in these macabre fireworks.

 At about 2 a.m. the wireless set in the jeep again drew our attention. I was ordered to receive the call. The Captain on the other end of the line said that he was facing a lot of resistance from Iqbal Hall and jagannath Hall Meanwhile, a senior staff officer snatched the hand-set from me and shouted into the mouth-picce: 'Ilow long will you take to neutralize the target? ... O. K.. use all of them and ensure complete capture of the area in two hours.

 The university building was conquered by 4. a. m. but the ideology of Bengali nationalism preached there over the years would take much longer to subdue. Perhaps ideas are unconquerable.

 In the rest of the city, the troops had accomplished their tasks including disarming the police at Rajar Bagh and the East Pakistan Rifles at Pilkhana. In other parts of the city, they had only fired a sniping shot here and a burst there to create terror. They did not enter houses, except those mentioned in the operational plan (to arrest the political leaders), or those used by rebels as sanctuaries.

 Before first light on 26 March, the troops reported completion of their mission. General Tikka Khan left his sofa at about 5 a.m. and went into his office for a while. When he reappeared cleaning his glasses with a handkerchicf and surveying the area, he said, 'Oh' not a soul there! Standing on the verandah. I heard his soliloquy and looked around for confirmation. I saw only s stray dog, with its tail tucked between its hind legs, stealing its way towards the city.

 After day-break, Bhutto was collected from his hotel room and escorted to Dacca airport by the Army. Before boarding the plane, he made a general remark of appreciation
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