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 lawless elements and the miscreants, no matter how highly place, especially after killing and looting by such elements had begun all around him in the province even while he was holding such talks with the Awami League leader in Dacca.

 8. It is strange that you and your colleagues should talk of the Government of Pakistan having “loosed the terrors of modern warfare” against “unarmed people". The lawless elements that the army had to deal with, whether in the streets of cities like Dacca and Chittagong or in the countryside in a number of districts adjoining Indian borders were certainly not “unarmed people". These were dangerous traitorous elements fighting the national army with the armed assistance of the country's enemies. When fighting broke out between these elements and the army, it became quite obvious to impartial observers that the antistate elements had made preparations to obtain arms and assistance from infiltrators from India in advance of the discussions held with President Yahya Khan.

 9. Army action was resorted to most reluctantly when do other courses was left open. Neither was it the first time that any government had done so in a similar situation. At this very time Ceylon is doing the same and even England in North Ireland. There was no question of subjugating any majority of the population by force. The army took action against armed bands and lawless mobs which were constantly breaking the law and committing crimes. Such elements did not form a majority of the population of East Pakistan.

 10. The Awami League was one the several parties that contested the elections to the National Assembly. It won, as we all know, an impressive victory in East Pakistan but it is, nevertheless, also truc that other political partics in that province secured a certain percentage of votes. It was also true that East Pakistan is one of the five provinces of Pakistan and in the other four provinces the Awami League won no electoral representation and other political parties emerged victorious. The Awami League was successful purely s a provincial party, Powerful, yes, but in one of the five states of the nation only. As a majority party, the Awami League had its rights. but in a real democracy the opposition and the minority parties also have their rights and in this particular case one or another of the other parties was also the majority party in each of the other four provinces and together they had the right to represent the people of those regions who as comprising the population of the other half of the country (the western wing) were also entitled to have their say's regards the future of the country as a whole.

 11. Let us not lose sight of the fact that elections were held to frame a new constitution for the whole of Pakistan not merely for one of its two wings. A constitution is a fundamental law which must represent the broad consensus of the entire nation and all its constituent units. While the ordinary laws can be passed by a simple majority, constitutions are normally approved by a three fourth majority or at least a two third majority. Moreover, any federal constitution, to be viable, must enjoy the majority support of the different federating units. The Awami League had won not more that 53 percent of this seat and had no representation at all in the other four provinces.

 12. Since the elected representatives of the people were charged with the task of framing a constitution, it was clearly essential to accommodate the interests of all the
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